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Chapter 1

Introduction
The Casebook
I can trace the origin of this book all the way back to
1980. Then, aged 11, my Dad gave me a birthday present of
Ronald D. Story’s The Encyclopedia of UFOs. Already
interested in the subject, and in the aftermath of the film
Close Encounters of the Third Kind, I saw some things in
the sky for myself. In retrospect, they were easily identified.
More interesting sightings happened elsewhere in the world,
it seemed. But what about Scotland?
The encyclopedia had nothing to say, save for a table of
UFO physical trace landings, containing a tantalising but
frustrating entry on the 36th line: “Scotland 3”.
And that was it. No other details. No internet to chase
it up. None of the books in the library dealt with Scotland.
So I started collecting sightings from my local newspaper
— The Dundee Courier and Advertiser — and saved them
in a manila folder. There weren’t many.
More ambitiously I plotted all the UFO landings on a
map of Dundee, of which the newspapers had even less.
And for the next few decades I’d only managed to scribble
in a single one. This ended as a small collection indeed,
and really only a record of Dundonian (i.e. from Dundee)
sightings, haphazardly collected and not analysed.
Of the three landing traces noted in the encyclopedia,
3
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the sum of my available information∗ had never increased.
My interest remained rumbling along in the background,
sometimes greater as in during Project UFO and the height
of The X-Files, usually less.
Then, post-2000, I found myself involved in ASUFORA —
the Anglo-Scottish UFO Research Association. ASUFORA
was comparatively small and short-lived. Members were
connected through the internet and rarely met each other
in person. Indeed, I still can’t put faces to many names.
I was persuaded into responsibility for the website until
ASUFORA went the way of most UFO groups, and at
roughly the same time as elements in the media declared
the UFO phenomenon to be dead anyway.
However, during this time we acquired a number of cases,
some of which were investigated, some solved, most not.
Much of the data was on the forums, and when it became
obvious our days were numbered, I spent hour after hour
printing them out. In that way they wouldn’t be lost. Just
in case.
Later I had an idea of making them into a book, but
it would have proved a slim volume indeed. Similarly, the
idea for a “tourist guide” to UFO landing sites. The idea
went to the back of the queue.
And then in recent times something new happened: the
availability of thousands of scanned UFO newsletters in
online archives dating all the way back to the 1950s. As the
pandemic and lockdown hit, the National Archives waived
the download fee of the Ministry of Defence’s previously
classified UFO files. Couple this with a fresh membership
of the National Library of Scotland, and something more
ambitious became possible; write up all the cases!
And so, The Scottish UFO Casebook.
Now I just had some reading to do.

∗ I now think that one of them might have been at New Elgin (see
on page ??) and another certainly at Livingston (see on page 35). The
third may be by the River Earn (see on page ??) but these are only
my suppositions.

CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION

The Sightings
Although this book calls itself a casebook, it unfortunately
can’t hope to be comprehensive. It’s a truism amongst UFO
researchers that 95% of all sightings have a conventional
explanation. It’s also true that most sightings never get
investigated.
Not all sightings are reported, of course, and of those
reported to investigation groups, not all will be published.
Similarly, not every sighting will be reported to the MoD
or the police or the newspapers.
Many we’ll simply never hear about. I think a future
study could be revealing, of what kind of sightings get
reported to whom. There’s a distinct flavour, for example, in
the MoD reports, of the public saying in essence “I think it’s
important that you should know about this”, a sentiment
which is absent from newspaper accounts. Equally, the
MoD cases range from simple stationary lights to what
can charitably be called flights of fancy. Newspapers lie
somewhere in the middle.
These in particular tend to focus on the details of the
witness (what they were doing at the time) and not what
they have seen. So a half-page account of a sighting might
not even include basic details such as direction, speed, or
even what it looked like. But this is entirely in line with
their purpose, which is human-interest stories.
The problem is worse for the MoD files, where calls
to their answerphone service often resulted in the dreaded
“n/a” for most of the report’s fields. Some even described
the UFO as a “UFO” which, though it can’t be faulted for
technical accuracy, isn’t exactly satisfying.
Cases from investigation groups have gone through some
level of “quality control” making them comparatively worthwhile. At minimum, someone is likely to have thought on
it. At best the witness had been interviewed, and authorities queried. Newspaper accounts will not generally have
had any investigation, and the MoD cases will specifically
have not had any except in exceptional circumstances. The
sighting is simply noted and filed.
At its most basic a case involves a witness who “saw
something”, and along with a date but not necessarily a
location, that’s all we are ever likely to know. Page after
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page of this stuff would hardly be worthwhile as good evidence of the unknown. Similarly, many old sightings listed
in UFO journals appear only as a single line with minimal
data. Good for statistics, maybe, which isn’t to disparage
those efforts. The 1970s, judging by those old newsletters,
seemed to be a high-point for statistical analysis.
Which leads to the tricky issue of what to include in a
casebook.
Many (even most) of the MoD files are what Northern
UFO News terms “low definition” meaning a lack of information, rather than how strange the case is. Tabloids, as
revealed by the UFO Newsclipping Service, by contrast enjoy more sensational and spectacular events. But spectacle
shouldn’t be a criterion for inclusion.
Inevitably there’s some judgement about what to exclude. I’ve not included low definition cases, where all
we have is a light in the sky not doing much of anything.
I’ve tended not to include self-reported cases from the web,
where no-one has so much as commented on them (though
it’s not an absolute rule). On the other hand anything
not immediately explicable is a good candidate. Anything
with more than a single source even better. Anything noteworthy for other reasons, likewise, whether through being
well-known or well-discussed. The best cases are picked
apart and analysed by multiple investigators and periodicals.
Strange objects are seen in the sky, often at close range,
by an observer and which seem to defy rational explanation.
And because the UFO phenomenon gets a little fuzzy at
the edges, there are related phenomenon to consider. Alien
abductions? Entities? Men in Black? Mysterious craters?
Glowing mists?
Yes. All of those. As with art, you know it when you
see it. The UFO Phenomenon is anything called the UFO
Phenomenon. Art shades into engineering, and the material
shades into the paranormal.
But you might have noticed one criteria conspicuously
not mentioned: whether or not the case is true. Which is
another way of asking if UFOs and their attendant halo of
sub-phenomena are real. This might appear an odd question. A substantial part of UFOology takes as its starting
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point the belief that aliens from Zeta Reticuli are routinely
experimenting on humans. But the Scottish experience is
not the American experience. There’s such a thing in American alien research as the Standard Abduction Scenario.
One of the surprises I had in compiling this book was how
vanishingly rare it was in Scotland. Even when creatures
do appear, they are atypical.
What might be real are radar tapes, photos, recordings.
But usually we have to add a silent “alleged” in front of
them, because the originals are not in our possession and
never will be. Photos have, alas, always been contentious.
From the classic double exposure to modern-day phone
apps specifically designed to fake sightings, no photo is
truly conclusive. One book I read in the 90s specifically
declined to contain photos reasoning, remarkably, that it
could only detract from the credibility.
I think on some level, this point is more fundamentally
important than they knew. And so this is where we get
to the heart of the matter: all that we can reliably study
are not UFOs but UFO stories. What people say they’ve
experienced is the bulk of what we can work with. It’s a
rich field.
We may not have the hard evidence we’d like.
But we unquestionably have lore.

The Entries
The size of an entry, then, is not necessarily a reflection of
its importance, but of roughly the quantity and quality of
available information. The more substantial the information
or significance of the sighting, the more space it will get. If
anything is of additional note, this will be mentioned in the
text.
Dates are of the sighting itself, not the date of the report.
Sightings have been collated from various sources, being
mindful of including a reference back to the original and
giving the main investigator’s name if known, and if there
was one.
Personally identifying information of witnesses is only
provided if it was present in the original, for example if they
went to a newspaper. And even this may not refer to the
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“percipients” real identities. The newsletter Magonia, for
example, used pseudonyms by default.
Many sightings have a case number, sometimes several,
assigned to them by different investigation groups. These
are included in the sidebar where they’re known, along with
the main group, in the hope that this might prove useful to
researchers.
I don’t believe I’ve seen this in a book before.
Obviously The Scottish UFO Casebook builds on the
work of a great many others, who’ve reported, investigated,
and written in journals over the years. So a thanks to all
those researchers and witnesses, without whom this book
wouldn’t have been possible.
If there are any errors, or mistakes here then they’re mine.
If I’ve omitted proper credit for anyone, or got anything
wrong, I’ll be happy to correct it∗ along with updates.

∗With

references, of course!

Chapter 2

Before 1947
The start of the modern UFO era in 1947 prompted both
recollections of old cases from witnesses, and reviews of
newspaper archives and older documents. Here could be
found reports of phantom airships, underwater wheels and
other phenomenon, now interpreted through a flying saucer
lens. It’s interesting to note how such sightings were not so
much UFO encounters but proto-UFO encounters; the phenomenon not having yet coalesced around modern cultural
imagery. We can even see evolution of the phenomenon
within cases only from Scotland, a microcosm of the worldwide picture. Discs appear for a few decades, but slowly
became less common, almost supplanted by black triangles
in the 1980s. The earliest encounters of all are reported in
terms of the supernatural, not in the cultural appearance of
science.
80AD | Caledonia1
to burn.”

“One fast aerial ship. Air seemed

16852 John Nisbet and his son James Nisbet plus
others witnessed a sight, which sounds remarkably like a
modern UFO. Nisbet was a Scottish Covanenter (a religious
and political movement) who was later executed for his
participation in the rebellion at Bothwell Bridge in 1679† .
His son wrote of an experience in 1685:
† Via

Dr. Mark Jardine https://drmarkjardine.wordpress.com/
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“The Sabbath night before he was taken, as
he and four more were travelling, it being exceeding dark, no wind, but a thick, small rain,
no moon, for that was not her season, behold,
suddenly the clouds clave asunder towards the
east and west, above our heads, and there sprang
out a light beyond that of the sun, which lasted
above the space of two minutes. They heard a
noise, and were much amazed. They said one
to another, “What may that mean?” But he
spake none, only uttered three deep and heavy
groans.”
Comment: While it may of course have likely been a meteor,
or bolide, the long duration is notable.
02 Aug 1908 22:00 | Larbert3 For three quarters of
an hour J.A.Harvie-Brown watched a phenomenon in a
clear star-lit the sky to the north-east and 35° above the
horizon. His attention was drawn to what first appeared to
him as “...electrically-lighted signalling apparatus.”
He wrote to The Scotsman:
“Its appearance was rather that of an illdefined space than that of a shape, but it occasionally showed a sharp and brilliantly lighted
edge and contour; but the light from it scintillated and rose and fell, flashed and nearly went
out. Its brightness was not dimmed thereby
as again the sharp point of light now greenish,
now red light, broke out at intervals, whilst the
outlines were shrouded, as it were, in a veil of
mystery.”
The phenomenon was also witnessed by his butler and two
house servants. Other shapes appeared within it such as
spheres and an “...edge on the upper curve...” During the
sighting it moved eastwards, apparently following the line
of the Ochil Hills.
Further corroboration came from another Scotsman respondent, J.Rutherford Hill, who saw the same phenomenon at 10:55pm from Edinburgh while looking in the
direction of Aberdour. He wrote:
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“...there was a light haze in the sky, not dense
enough to obscure the stars. In this haze were
clearly visible over a wide area quick flashes
of white light, like a faint aurora. The flashes
were conical in shape, with the apex of the cone
pointing towards the zenith and the base of the
cone seemed to rest on the horizon.”
The position of the flashes moved around, still being visible by 12:20am. A further letter-writer from Edinburgh,
observing at the same time, describing a brilliant point of
white light seen at 11:00pm in the north-east, and flash
across the sky to the south-west in under a minute. This
left a “narrow belt” though he admits that the description
was not the same.
22 March 1913 | Loch Fyne4
over Loch Fyne and Inverary.

An “airship” was seen

1937 | Denbeath5 “A saucer-shaped craft with multicoloured lights was seen over Tay Street, Denbeath. The
witness, a woman now in her seventies, watched the craft
with her parents.”
September 1940 21:30 | Edinburgh6 A couple saw
a “...stationary cigar with short blue flame at rear.” After
hovering for two minutes, it moved off quickly southwards.
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Chapter 3

The Fifties
In their Summer 2002 newsletter, the Chairman of BUFORA, Peter Doye, wrote of recalling the scrambling of
night-fighters from RAF Leuchars, during his three years
there in the mid-fifties. The aircraft, Meteor NF11s, were
scrambled to intercept unknown radar targets.
The 1950s were the early days of the modern UFO phenomenon, where the characteristic features had yet to settle
down. Opinion was open as to the explanation, with “interplanetary” only being one of them. This was the era of the
American Contactee, who claimed to be in communication
with extraterrestrials. The message, in a time of nuclear
proliferation, was one of peace... or else.

1950
April 1950 | Melrose7 On two separate afternoons, G.
Bain Ross observed several objects “...resembling stars
moving rapidly across the sky...” These were spherical, with
the centre brighter than the edge, and estimated to be some
1500 yards away. On the second occasion, this time through
binoculars, he could make out “gossamer threads”, which
extended up to four yards.
Ross theorised that, though uncommon, these could in
fact be balls of spider’s webs.
13
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1951
Early Summer 1951 | Ballintuim8 One morning, a
farmer and his two daughters had a close encounter. He
was driving a tractor, with the girls sitting in the trailer.
A disk-shaped object “...like two bowls joined together,
with a central rim...”, 12ft wide and 9ft thick, and “golden
orange” suddenly appeared right next to the end of the
trailer. Following them for a minute, it then flew overhead
and over a hill. All three saw it.

1952
BUFORA

About 1952 14:30 | Dumfries9 A gliding instructor
with the RAF saw what at first appeared to be an aircraft “with swept back wings” on a sunny afternoon. The
dull metal-coloured object appeared in the north-west and
“...sped across the airfield southwards.” He heard a loud
rumble two seconds after it passed by, the whole sighting
being five seconds during which the object covered “...a
considerable distance.” His own calculations suggested that
it was moving at “...several thousand miles per hour.”

1953
February or March 1953 03:00 | Edinburgh10 The
witness, Mr Archibald who was 11 at the time was woken
by his father returning from his night shift. An object had
seemingly followed him back. This was a “...huge red object
hovering in a clearing among trees on the opposite side
of the road.” For twenty minutes it moved in a diamond
pattern, changing colour between pink and orange-red. They
watched up for around half an hour, before it shot away
at extremely high speed, “...like the dot disappearing on a
television screen.”
Archibald later told his story to the Daily Star (23 Aug
91) though the details had changed to his being 15 and the
sighting taking place in 1957. His father, as before, had
been driving back from his night shift, when the object
paced his car. He told the paper: “It was huge in the night
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sky and was covered in lights, not a glow or haze but clearly
defined lights of blue, green and red. It hovered about 40ft
above the ground and it moved to the right.”
In this telling, they watched it for ten to fifteen minutes
before it “...shot away at an amazing speed.”

1954
November 1954 | Longforgan11 A moon-shaped object,
fitting the same description as that seen by Mary Wilde,
was seen by two men. One of them – Braithwaite Livie
– watched through binoculars as it hovered above Birkhall
before moving up the River Tay. It disappeared when
around Tayport. Livie was prompted to report his sighting
by having read Wilde’s account.

1955
Summer 1955 14:00 | Loch Duich12 A couple were ENTITY
resting after a picnic, when Beverly Milligan saw something moving in the bracken. She alerted her husband, at
which point two “small humanoid figures” less than a foot
tall each, emerged.
Both wore green trousers and coats, and were carrying
a bundle of something unknown. The couple followed the
creatures, which seemed to be heavy for their size, until
they went into a hazel thicket.
Mid to Late 1955 | Galloway Hills13 H. McWilliam
“...a garage proprietor in New Galloway, remembered the
red orb that flashed across the sky while he was travelling
through the hills some months ago.”

1956
December 1956 | Stonehaven14 John MacDonald ENTITY
and Raymond Munro were driving to Banchory in their
lorry, when they had to swerve to avoid a green-clad woman
on the road. Stopping, they stepped out of the lorry, and as
they approached the woman, she vanished in front of them.
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1957
FSR

08 Nov 1957 | Edinburgh15 The Sunday Mail (10 Nov
57) reported that fourteen people on a lorry returning home
at night from tattie-howking∗ , saw a green and humming
flying saucer at close range. So impressive was the sighting
considered, that the paper devoted the entire front page to
it.
The object came in from over the North Sea, closing
in on the lorry to 60ft behind it. Witness Mary Horne
told Flying Saucer Review “I swear on the bible it was
no balloon. It swooped down and kept behind us until it
suddenly stopped. It then flew away leaving two vapour
trails.” The police also took the sighting seriously and
reportedly interviewed all fourteen people.

1958
ENTITY

November 1958 | Tarland16 Two Territorial Army soldiers on a weekend exercise were left to guard a hill a
few miles outside Tarland. With full equipment and an
excavated trench, they spent the night without incident.
However, at sunrise they heard a strange gurgling sound
coming from trees a few hundred yards away. Going to
investigate they hadn’t got as far as the trees before two
seven-foot tall figures emerged. The gurgling was the two
figures talking to one another.
They were “...dressed rather peculiarly and found difficulty in walking across the rough hilltop.” At this the
soldiers ran away down to the main road. As they ran
along the road, one of them heard a swishing noise, and
turned around to look. “They saw a huge brilliant object,
disc-shaped, coming up behind them down the road and
only a few feet off the ground.”
It flew low over their heads, pulsating, and trailing a
shower of sparks, before disappearing from sight.
∗ Potato-picking.
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1959
14 Aug 1959 20:45 | Aboyne17 Three women, including
a Mrs G. E. Williams saw an object whilst walking across
the Aboyne golf course, near Huntly Cottages. She told the
Aberdeen Evening Express:
“The object was travelling at a leisurely speed
in an east-west direction. It was of a rounded
shape with a kind of fin or tail on the front.
There was a dull sort of light emanating from
it, unlike that usually seen from an aeroplane.”
The object disappeared to the west.
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Chapter 4

The Sixties
The biggest UFO news of the 1960s was the Hill Abduction.
Betty and Barney Hill were taken about an alien craft, medically examined, and released. This was a crucial event, real
or not, for lore. It gave us the concept of alien abductions,
in embryonic form. The Hills did not remember it, at first,
giving us missing time. And a star map, recalled under hypnosis, was interpreted to show that the aliens had a home
star system: Zeta Reticuli.

1960
30/31 Jul 1960 | Bishopbriggs18 No less than 18 witnesses, including the night supervisor, George Jerrit,
reported seeing a classic flying saucer† late on the 30th and
into the morning of the 31st . The object flew at an estimated 500ft over the Lambhill area of Bishopbriggs towards
a nearby school, where 12 of the observers were. They were
later interviewed by the Milngavie and Bearsden Herald (6
Aug 1960) which reported a clear agreement of the shape.
This was a bell-shape around 40 feet across, with a red,
glowing, dome on the top. The rim of the saucer had a
bright white strip light, in addition to portholes from which
light was also shining.
Jerrit told the paper: “As I watched it, the
† Compared

to an Adamski-Type by FSR.
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part between the red dome and the base suddenly lit up.”
He said he’d seen three rows of portholes. The object made
a humming sound, likened to a dynamo in the distance.

1961
November 1961 | Dundee19 A number of witnesses in
the Fintry area of Dundee, including Mr. A.J.Walker,
saw an object he described to the Dundee Courier & Advertiser as “...at a height of about 15,000 ft...” to the north
and “...of no determinable shape, but carried a large red
light, which flicked on and off.” Underneath the object was
a steady white light. It moved only slowly south-west, and
apparently also “rapidly” downwards, until it was lost behind some buildings. The time isn’t given, but the witnesses
were outside after rehearsals with a church drama group, so
it’s reasonable to assume it was in the evening.
It was also independently seen by another witness.

1962
19 May 1962 22:45 | Cresswell20 Witness James
McGill was watching the sky as an amateur astronomer
near Caerlaverock Castle. To the north-east he saw “...a
strange reddish thing, moving across the sky towards nearby
Annan.” It was soon lost to sight but shortly afterwards it
reappeared, and approached him, surrounded by red and
blue lights. The object rose and fell, accompanied by a light
underneath when rising.
He told LUFORO:
“It is about the strangest looking thing I have
ever seen. It moved frontways, backways and in
every possible way with no effort. It also seemed
to be able to avoid going into clouds.”
McGill observed it though binoculars. As it moved overhead
at 1800 ft it could be seen as a faintly lit horseshoe shape,
with a ball of fire in the centre. Red and blue lights were
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attached to the outer rim, with blue lights on the inner rim.
A low humming noise was audible.
It moved out over the Solway Firth, where it hovered for
a while, before doing the same over Loch Kinder. Finally, it
backtracked on its course before finally disappearing from
the direction it first appeared.
The total time for the event was an hour and a half.
That same night he also reported observing flashes in
one of the Moon’s craters.

1963
25 Jul 1963 09:45 | Edinburgh21 Two independent
groups of witnesses saw a saucer-shaped object high above
Edinburgh, where it was in view for around ten minutes.
Mrs. Scott told The Scottish Daily Mail (27 Jul 63):
“It was flying very high, travelling south. I
could clearly see it was not an aircraft. It was
like two saucers, one on top of the other, and
it had a hump on top. It was dark underneath
and had a greyish-white top. It made no sound
at all and there was no exhaust. It seemed to
gyrate.”
What may have been the same object was seen by John
Gallagher over Lanarkshire the same day, as reported
later the same paper (1 Aug 63). He was on railway signal
box duty at Whifflet North Junction. The saucer-shaped
object made an appearance at 9:45am∗ and was in view a
little over ten minutes. During that time it hovered 100ft
above the town before moving to the north over the parish
church. He then had to attend to a train. When he looked
back the object was gone.
The paper notes that this occurred the day after strange
“spider-shaped” craters were discovered in the Lammermuir
Hills and elsewhere in the UK. The connection between
these and flying saucers was made by, amongst others, a
Dr. Randall. In an interview for the Daily Sketch 22 , he
claimed – possibly tongue-in-cheek – to have encountered a
∗ Unfortunately

the time for the other sighting wasn’t noted.
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landed spaceship at Lammermuir, along with its Uranian
occupant. He inadvertently triggered a “thermal device” by
trying to remove the being’s suit, resulting in its death.
This is, unsurprisingly, not supported by any evidence.
27 Jul 1963 | Sanquhar23
said:

A BBC Scotland news item

“Three more mystery craters. A bomb disposal squad have been having a look at them
in a field near Sanquhar, in Dumfrieshire. No
trace of metal or explosives has been found. The
craters are similar to those found on a hillside
in East Lothian. Scientists were having a look
at them today.”
The use of the phrase “more mystery craters” is possibly a
reference to craters discovered in the Lammermuir Hills.
(See also: the Edinburgh sighting on the previous page.)

1964
MUFORA
NUFON 6407

05 Dec 1964 | Glasgow24 After a hailstorm, while driving back to England, six people – including “MG” who
reported it – saw “...an orange ball of light...” drop into
view from the left to sit in the middle of the road. It hovered
3ft above the ground, spanning the full width, some 200ft
ahead, bounded by trees on either side. (The father thought
it was cigar shaped, not round.)
Stopping the car, and extinguishing the headlights, they
got a better look of the object which was silent and illuminating the area. Now all the group got out of the car,
without experiencing any fear and in an unnatural silence.
At that point the sphere rose to treetop height and then
to the west at an estimated 15mph. It was lost to view, after
descending into a nearby valley. During the encounter, the
strange absence of traffic and complete silence was noted.
The witnesses experienced a calm that they wouldn’t have
expected for the situation.
MG expressed surprise that during the encounter the size
and orientation of the object appeared to remain constant.
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1965
30 Apr 1965 22:35 | Bucksburn25 Four youths watched
a bright object, from the south, travel slowly across the sky.
The Press and Journal (6 May 65) reported that it “...had
no tail, and jerked along, appearing to stop before sinking
in the sky to the north.” The sighting lasted 20 minutes.
Neither the coastguard nor Dyce airport had received any
other reports.

1966
28 Apr 1966 | Aberdeen26 An object described as being NUFON 6612
a football shape∗ , enormous, and transparent, remained FAPURG
stationary in the sky at great height, for and hour and a
half. Seen by a “...large number of witnesses...” including
“weather men” who reportedly stated that it was not one of
their balloons.
The case is described as being taken from an unnamed
newspaper, which may be the Daily Record (29 Apr 1966)
and quoted by FSR. Further details include the object
travelling against the wind, and that “Coastguards as far
away as Banff spotted the object early in the morning.”

1967
1967 | Whitfield27 Witness Jan Cussick noted a se- CE3K
ries of strange lights in the area of Whitfield Farm† , while
walking on a narrow track about a mile distant. Initially
thinking they belonged to a tractor or car he watched for a
few moments, as they “...changed from a white light to a
blood red colour...” This was interesting enough for him to
return home and come back with a torch. The lights were
still there.
“After signalling to the lights for a couple
of minutes, I was amazed to find that they responded to my feeble attempt at communication,
∗ i.e.

spherical, not an American football.
was before the housing scheme Whitfield was subsequently
built in the same location.
† This
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by the small lights suddenly growing into huge
balls of fire.”
These were bright enough to cast shadows, and he then
went chasing them, but they maintained their distance and
after a mile he gave up.
The following evening he returned with four friends,
and once again the lights appeared. Signalling with the
torch, the lights again became fireballs. However after a
few seconds one of his friends “...started complaining of a
headache and the brighter the lights got, the more ill he
became.” He recovered after they had vanished.
The group decided to mount an ongoing investigation. A
few nights later “...we saw something that really made our
blood run cold.” They saw several strange beings, dressed
in black, with “large dorsal fin helmets” which had glass
partitions in the front. Despite being of average height and
build, the entities ran off at an incredible speed.
The most dramatic event came a month later.
Once again a group of them went to investigate the
lights, however none could be seen, and they covered some
three miles in the darkness. As they were about to go back,
abruptly they found themselves surrounded. These lights
could be seen more clearly:
“They were disc shaped and emitted a strange
yellow glow, and their diameter was roughly
twenty-five feet. There was no sound from them,
but the air was turning warm, and my friend
was becoming dizzy again.”
At this point they retreated.
Cussick notes that in the weeks afterwards, construction
of a new housing scheme began in that area. And that when
speaking to the watchman, he kept changing the subject
when lights were referred to.
These, however, were still occasionally seen.

1968
29 Oct 1968 | Dundee28 From the Dundee Courier &
Advertiser (31 Oct 68): “Three Dundee boys saw a red light
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moving slowly across the sky about 2000ft up. Every now
and then it would stop. No sound came from the object.”

1969
26 Oct 1969 | Drumoak29 Fred Munro saw two lights
in the sky at night, one of which moved away from the other.
It was heading on a straight course to the south-west.
He reported this to the Aberdeen Press and Journal (27
Oct 69).
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Chapter 5

The Seventies
The 1970s was notable for the release of the Steven Spielberg
film Close Encounters of the Third Kind. Aliens were seen,
in the aftermath, as benign. This reinvigorated interest in
UFOs. The USAF’s Project Blue Book – a large-scale study
of sightings – had closed in 1969, appearing to mark the end
of official interest in the subject.

1970
Around 15 Aug 1970 20:00 | Pitlochry30 Mr. Rouffignac, along with approximately 50 other witness at a
hotel, saw “...two large orange spheres take off vertically
from the ground...” some 800ft away. Rising up into the
sky in a zigzag pattern, they left a faint white trail while
maintaining position relative to each other. Three hours
earlier, a farmer reported similar objects which scared his
cattle.

1971
01 Jan 1971 06:00 | Aberdeen31 Gladys Ewing was ENTITY
on the way to work when she was disturbed by a hooded
figure with a long cloak some 300ft away. Walking towards
it, as though compelled, it beckoned to her but when she
got to within six feet, it “...drifted away like fog...”
27
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1972
09 Jul 1972 23:30 | Whithorn32 A minibus with nine
people onboard encountered a ball of fire, described as
“...about the size of a TV set...”, which cut across their
path. It changed course to keep pace with the bus, which
accelerated to 80mph to escape, but to no avail. As it
bounced along, every 60 yards, it changed colour in sequence:
red, green, blue, yellow, orange, white. One of the witnesses
was so affected by this sight, they tried to climb under their
seat.
The sighting ended when the object changed direction,
and moved away across the countryside.

1973
27 Dec 1973 | Perthshire33 Many sightings were made
of a “bluish-green” fireball over Perthshire. The Perthshire
Advertiser (29 Dec 73) quoted Margaret Thom as saying:
“As I was approaching Dewar’s, a bright burning object like a huge firework, descended from
the sky. Streamers of fire licked from it and it
was brighter than my car headlights. It filtered
itself out and appeared to drop over the Crieff
Road area of Perth.”

1974
December 1974 | Loch Ness34 A photo of a UFO over
Loch Ness was taken by Frank Searle. He told the
Scottish Daily Record (02 Dec 74):
“I was halfway across Loch Ness in my boat
when suddenly I saw this ‘thing’ coming from
the direction of the new hydro electric station
at Foyers...”
The object was travelling at the speed of a jet at 2000ft,
and “shot away” to the west.
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The object was only in the viewfinder for a few seconds,
and the paper said the photos∗ had been given to scientists
at Evanston. Dr. Fred Backman told them that the
photos were both good and sharp, but only had sky as a
background.
Searle was known to the paper as a Loch Ness monster
hunter.
10 Dec 1974 15:40 | Annan35 A silvery, oval object NUFON 7466
“...lit up like a tungsten lamp...” was seen by a Mrs
Maxwell behind a church spire, as seen from a bus station.
Streaks of red, “like exhaust” came from the rear. It drifted
north against the wind for ten to fifteen minutes, slowly
enough that “...birds were able to overtake it...” During the
sighting another witness — “...a former military man...” —
saw it. At the end of the event, the object “...turned west,
shot off two red flames and disappeared...”

1975
08 Mar 1975 23:00 | Bishopbriggs36
cigar...”

“Orange-yellow BUFORA
75-263

June 1975 | Newton Wamphray37 Witness Melanie
Cunningham was woken by her boyfriend when a bright
light, yellow and three feet across, lit up the landing outside
the bedroom. It pulsed on and off a few times before
vanishing entirely. No traces could be found.

1976
24 Mar 1976 | Arbroath38 A white light moving south- NUFON 7629
east, seen through 8×40 binoculars, disappeared by “...just Edinburgh
UFO RS
going out.” Witness was “...familiar with astronomical
observations...” and thought the object too slow for a
meteor and too fast for a satellite.
∗ The photo had what the paper called a “preview”, but the photocopy used in UFO Newsclipping Service unfortunately doesn’t contain
it. Neither does the article contain the date or time of the sighting.
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Winter 1976/77 06:00 | Edinburgh39 A “dark mass”
was described by Richard MacDowell, as “...crawling
along the ground...” before taking off into the air. It passed
low overhead and was seen to have square windows along
the edge.

1977
The year 1977 is when black triangular UFOs started to
become prominent in UK sighting data. Co-incidentally, or
not, this was the year in which the F-117A Nighthawk black
triangular stealth fighter entered service. Other sighting
types, of course, didn’t go away.
NUFON 77/142
BUFORA
77-046

03 Apr 1977 23:30 | Rutherglen40 “A single witness
from a town near Glasgow reports that he saw a triangular
shaped object with a blue glow associated with it. After a
while it began to accelerate and then simply vanished.”
BUFORA has what appears to be the same case41 –
a “blue triangle” – but with the date 27 Mar 1977. Here
the witness is named as a Mr Forsyth. The object was
moving slowly across the sky when he noticed it, to the
north-east and about a mile distant. It was “...blue with a
turquoise glow...”, and was in view for half a minute before
heading north ...“at a fantastic speed...”∗

BUFORA
77-137

04 May 1977 23:00 | Garelochhead42
ical object was seen.

UFO FLAP
UFOIN 7736
BUFORA
77-098
77-099
77-140
SMIO

17 May 1977 | East Lothian43 Northern UFO News
issue 51 describes this as “...a multi-witness, multi-encounter
set of events on the night of may 17 1977...” A total of 27
witnesses spread along the Firth of Forth, and some towns
to the south saw a number of objects over the course of the
evening. Most of the activity seemed to be centred in or
around Tranent† .

A bright, spher-

∗ The BUFORA case seems to be duplicated as 77-143, but with a
different investigator.
† May 1977 was a UFO flap for the whole of the UK.

CHAPTER 5. THE SEVENTIES

At 9:05pm two objects were independently seen to the
south of Tranent. One was stationary to the south (description not available). The other was described “...as a
‘sombrero hat’ with a band of white lights below and a
flashing red light atop...” This flew over Tranent, turning
north-north-west over the Firth.
Before 9:20pm a “...pinkish oval type object...” was seen
moving slowly north until it was lost to sight over the Ochil
Hills.
Between 9:50pm and 10:00pm a “...domed disc, silver in
colour, with lights on the bottom...” was seen hovering over
a coal tip, then moving north from Ormiston to Tranent.
This was seen by independent witnesses.
Awareness 44 contains an additional report from Newhaven taking place at 9:30pm. In that case several witnesses
described a “...large object resembling two saucers joined
together at the rims.” This object hovered for 25 minutes
before descending, getting redder as it did so until it was
lost to sight beyond the hills.
BUFORA notes further cases in Dirleton45 at 9:30pm
of a pink cigar, another in Livingston46 at 9:40pm of an
orange-red oval disc, and yet another in Livingston of a
“...circular object changing colour...” again at 9:40pm47 .
Then between 10:00 and 10:10pm “...an oval surrounded
by a glowing aura...” was seen by another group of witnesses
south-west of Tranent. In this sighting the object moved
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east. Other witnesses in the area saw “...a flat disc spiralling
across the sky...” It is tempting to conclude that this was
the same object.

NUFON 77/300

June 1977 16:15 | Coldstream48 Three boys aged eight
had an encounter with an object hovering over a field, only
100ft away, while they were playing on Lennel Mount. It
hovered for thirty seconds after first being seen, before
moving north and passing behind some trees and then
landing. The object was the size of two cars end to end,
and they could see its lights through the trees.
A minute later it took off again, vertically upwards.
From Cameron Lunn’s description, NUFON wrote:
“It was an oval which glowed dull white and had a green
light underneath and a blue one atop. A row of small lights
girdled the middle. On top was a dome containing one large
window.”

NUFON 77/260

04 Nov 1977 23:00 | Port Ellen49 An object described
as “...looking like a walking stick...” was seen. No other
details given.

BUFORA
77-394

10 Dec 1977 14:00 | Campsie50
lights.”

ASUFORA

1977 | Unknown51 The witness claimed multiple sighting
since 1977, the best of these being a cigar-shaped object
with a red light seen at a range of around 100 yards before
it shot away.

“Ovals with flashing

1978
1978 | Cambuslang and Blantyre52 On a Saturday
afternoon in 1978, the witness – who was aged 10 at the time
– and his younger brother were sitting in their father’s car
as he tended his pigeons. It was a rainy, blustery day with
high winds. They both saw a light brown basketball-sized
object hovering between two gateposts, and decided to try
and catch it, getting to within a few feet.
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But of the four times they did this it moved away from
them a further 20 feet. Their father now noticed them
outside and ushered them back in. After a further ten
minutes the object reappeared, and the children repeated
the chase until eventually the UFO went over a five-foot
fence and shot away at 70mph.
03 Mar 1978 19:55 | Edinburgh53
“bullet” was seen.

A silvery white BUFORA
77-375

31 Aug 1978 03:45 | Kirkmaiden54 A sighting took BUFORA
place at Currochtrie Farm. The witness, Tommy Gibson, 78-135
was tending to cattle when he saw two “...luminous, yellow objects with short tails...” (FSR on the other hand
describes them as “...grey/silver oval shapes...” and has the
date as 1 Sep 7855 ) which were heading towards him from
the south-east. They flew low overhead, without a sound,
before moving away again out to sea before returning once
more. On their return the objects made a sound “...like a
threshing machine, a kind of humming or whirring...” which
stampeded the cattle back to the byre.
He noted that the cattle were perfectly used to low-flying
aircraft from RAF West Freugh. Gibson reportedly had a
short period of skin problems in the immediate aftermath.
01 Sep 1978 19:00 | Stranraer56 A yellow light was
seen “...meandering around the Stranraer coastal area...”
22 Sep 1978 23:00 | Bilston57
seen.

A grey cigar shape was BUFORA

October 1978 15:00 | Thornhill58
der” was seen.

78-133

A “silver-grey cylin- BUFORA

31 Dec 1978 19:05 | UK59 Thousands of witnesses
across the whole of the UK, including Scotland, saw this
event. An apparent metallic cigar shape with an orange tail
two times the body length was seen, flying at low speed.
One report from Edinburgh read:

78-235
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“A triangular object of greyish hue was observed passing across the sky in a west to east
direction.”60
Difficulties in estimating distance and speed led to misidentification. In actuality most sightings at that time were
caused by the re-rentry into Earth’s atmosphere of the
rocket booster for Soviet satellite Cosmos 1068. Although
sometimes fierce debate was caused at the time by this
explanation, it seems to have been mostly accepted by UFO
groups.
Scottish entertainment duo The Krankies – Janette
Tough and Ian Tough – were in a chartered aircraft on
this evening, when they saw a “...strange white object...”
hovering above them61 . The aircraft’s electrical systems
malfunctioned, only resuming normal operation a few minutes later when the object had gone.

1979
03 Jan 1979 17:10 | New Elgin62 On a clear, frosty
day, a “...golden bell-shaped object the size of a pea at
arm’s length...” was seen by Mr. McBride. It had no
sound, with a blurry outline, and made a right-angled turn
before disappearing from sight.
25 Jan 1979 01:00 | Edinburgh63 A family saw a
“...blinking blue light...” An aircraft flew underneath, at
which point the light disappeared.
NUFON 7926

02 Feb 1979 07:10 | Tranent64 A boy on his paper
round saw a “...stationary white oval, tilted towards him
and revealing two ‘bumps’ on top. On the underside were
six ovals lined in black.” The 75ft wide object hovered 20ft
above the ground. A couple of minutes later a solid beam of
light emerged from the base, stopping just short of ground.
Ten minutes later the UFO vanished “...just like a blink...”

NUFON 79-165

08 Nov 1979 16:30 | Uphall65 The witness, on a shortcut back from work, was on an embankment when he saw
“...a circular grey ball travelling low and very slow across
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the rooftops...” A red glow trailed the object with a gap
between them, as if it was lighting up the background, which
returned to normal after a few seconds. The glow was twice
the size of the object horizontally.
Northern UFO News (116) notes that this took place 1
mile from, and 18 hours before, Bob Taylor’s encounter.
(See also: The Livingston Incident on this page.)
09 Nov 1979 10:00 | Livingston | The Livingston CE2K
Incident66 Robert Taylor, a 61-year-old forestry worker UFOIN
BUFORA
who worked for the Livingston Development Corporation,
was inspecting some woodland as part of his duties. He
parked his van and walked, accompanied by his dog, to
an area near the summit of Dechmont Law just 100 yards
from the M8. As he turned a corner into a clearing on
Deer Hill, he saw a landed object. This was a metallic
sphere, with a flange around the middle. In the flange were
many “propellers” in the form of antenna shapes protruding
upwards. The upper hemisphere had dark grey round shapes
encircling the object.
It was 20ft wide, the same high, and was 26ft from him.

As he watched, the bottom part of the object faded out
allowing the background to show through. The texture of
the object was initially like emery paper, but now became
smooth. Two landmine-shaped objects now appeared, each
about 1ft wide, and rolled towards him. Both had six
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spikes and made a sucking sound as the spikes pushed into
the ground. As they got to either side of him he smelt a
stench powerful enough to taste. There was a tugging at his
trousers, and at this point he lost consciousness, for what
was later calculated to be around 20 minutes.
When he awoke, with a headache and a thirst, he was
too weak to stand up. His dog was pawing at him, agitated.
He noticed marks on the ground where the object had been.
Getting back to the pickup, he tried to radio the base to no
avail. Still disoriented, he drove the pickup backwards into
a ditch. Leaving the vehicle where it was, he staggered the
mile home.
He had a bath when he got home, now noticing that his
trousers had a couple of strange vertical rips.
By this time his wife had called his boss – Malcolm
Drummond – and told him that Bob had been attacked.
Drummond called Dr. Adams who examined Taylor and
advised him to get an x-ray. Drummond, by now persuaded
that something unusual had happened, radioed some of his
men and went to meet them at the site. There they found
the pickup truck, but nothing else and so returned.
With Taylor now feeling better, he accompanied Drummond to the site where the marks were. Seeing these,
Drummond had the area fenced off and called the police.
Taylor was then taken to hospital, for a three-hour wait at
the end of which he, impatiently, discharged himself before
it could fully take place.
Someone at LDC had by now got in touch with the press,
and so articles appeared that same day in the Scotsman
and other papers. On the 11th the Sunday Mail picked up
the story, which brought it to worldwide attention. Taylor
had previously planned a weekend away and went ahead
with this to avoid the publicity.
He was subsequently interviewed by police, who treated
it as a criminal assault case∗ , and took the clothing he’d
been wearing during the incident as evidence.
The first report in the UFO press was Northern UFO
News 67 and the first investigators to arrive at the site were
Martin Keatman and Andy Collins for UFOIN, being
∗ To have a UFO incident treated as a crime is, as far as I know,
unique.
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the only ones to do so within a week of the event. They
spent three days with Taylor, sleeping in his living room
for the duration. Other investigators included Steuart
Campbell for BUFORA.
Physical traces on the ground included two parallel
ladder-like indentations, with many semicircular indentations which were attributed to the spiked spheres. These
formed two circular routes, one clockwise, the other counterclockwise, with each mark indented into the ground. The
parallel tracks by contrast were pushed into the grass only,
suggesting that the object had not been resting on it. No
discolouration or burning of the grass was evident.
Analysis of the soil samples and trousers was undertaken
for BUFORA, the soil and control being sent to Glasgow University. Unfortunately the samples were damaged in transit,
limiting the nature of the test which could be performed.
Of these, no radioactivity was detected, and nothing else of
use in supporting Taylor’s story.
As for the other main evidence, the police-issue trousers,
the unusual tearing was determined to be from an upward
motion of whatever had caused it. No common tools could
have made the tears, and they couldn’t have been made by
being ripped climbing over a fence. It was supposed that
they were result of the two spheres tugging at him while
he was unconscious, this being the last thing that he felt
before re-awakening.
Investigator Malcolm Robinson later obtained the
trousers for “psychometric testing”, this being a means of
gaining psychic impressions from objects. Results gained
from this were later put to Taylor, who reported that none
of it matched his experience. Similarly, a hypnosis session
organised by Robinson revealed nothing in addition to his
conscious recollection68 .
Months after the initial event, Taylor was still happy
to show investigators the site69 and stuck by his story ever
since. An apparently direct corroborative sighting (See
Bathgate sighting on page ??) was made at 10:00am by an
independent witness in addition to other sightings during
the day70 .
As of 2007 the criminal investigation for assault remained
open71 .
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07 Dec 1979 18:30 | Nether Brotherstone72 A group
of pulsating lights was seen, varying in number between
four and seven, in a horizontal line. The sighting lasted 15
minutes.
Late 1970s | Dundee73 From Mill o’ Mains primary
school in Dundee, at least six pupils saw a white oval in a
clear blue morning sky. The object was high in elevation
toward the west and appeared not to be a perfect oval, but
had a smooth ‘notch’ in the bottom left side. It was spotted
during morning playtime and remained in view for about a
minute. The witness turned to ask his friends “What is it?”
and when he turned back it was gone.

CE3K

Late 1970s | Meigle74 Karen McIntyre encountered
“small entities” in wood near Meigle and was taken aboard
a UFO.

Chapter 6

The Eighties
Worldwide, publication of book “The Roswell Incident” would
eventually lead to Roswell as the number one case in the
world. Two other books would form a second pillar of UFOlogy. “Communion” by Whitley Streiber and “Intruders: The
Incredible Visitations at Copley Woods” by Budd Hopkins
brought the phenomenon of alien abduction to a mainstream
audience. The cover of Communion, in particular, cemented
the idea of a grey alien with wraparound black almond eyes.
Aliens in the west – cold and clinical – were now malevolent.

1980
Early 1980s Evening | Stromness75 A deep red glowing sphere, with a smaller one orbiting it, was seen passing
over Stromness heading south-west. The larger of the two
was 100ft in diameter, with the smaller one being 10ft wide.
The witness did not remember the incident until years later,
in flashback, prompted by reading Whitley Streiber’s
Communion. His friend corroborated it, recalling the object
as being a dark orange.
24 Feb 1980 01:00 | Thurso76 Two musicians, Tug
Wilson and Stuart Anderson, saw a UFO. Tug told the
Evening Express (25 Mar 80):
“We were driving back when we looked over
the hills and something bright caught our eye.
39
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It looked like the moon at first, but it was in
the wrong direction.”
They had just finished a gig and were driving back from
Dunbeith. The bright cigar-shaped object remained in view
for half an hour. According to the paper: “During that
time they say a piece detached itself and moved off into the
distance.” The musicians had been prompted to report by
stories of other sightings.

NUFON 8036
ScUFON

22 Aug 1980 02:15 | Lennel77 A policeman (see above)
was driving when he saw “...2 green lights the size of golf
balls...” These objects moved along a nearby hedgerow,
before speeding up and taking a “...bend at [a] right angle
before vanishing...”

NUFON 8068

25 Nov 1980 06:40 | North Sea78 A log entry for the
oil rig Northern, part of the Ninian Field recorded a UFO.
A large, orange, ball of fire moved over the rig where it
then hovered for an extended period of time. Reportedly it
was also seen from another rig nearly 15 miles away, where
it was thought to be a distress flare. As a result an RAF
Nimrod was scrambled, but the outcome is not known.
The rig was located 60N 54’ 21.83, 1E 25’ 16.46 at the
time.

1981
BUFORA

May 1981 | Dumfries79 The Daily Star (13 May 81)
reported Mary Watson and Joyce Byers logging a series
of UFO events. Their theory being that the Moffat Hills
are a base for flying saucers, with a possible connection
to the two nearby nuclear power stations Chapelcross and
Windscale∗ :
“We have noted everything from swirling,
saucer-shaped objects to orange and red triangles.”
Byers later destroyed her diary containing the sightings,
giving up her research, citing ridicule from neighbours80 .
∗Windscale

has since been renamed to Sellafield.
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24 Sep 1981 22:45 | Wester Hailes81 Henry Duncan
and his daughter were dog-walking when a triangular object
was spotted hovering overhead at an altitude of an estimated
4000ft. This was metallic-grey, about 15ft across, with
discs of bright red light at each corner. It then moved off
slowly towards Edinburgh Airport, wobbling slightly, and
in complete silence.
03 Nov 1981 19:45 | Stranraer82 Investigator Bill NUFON 8139
Gibbons was talking to a witness from a previous case SUFON
(Stranraer on page ??) when he himself saw a white light
over the Loch. It “...moved east across the surface for 30
seconds and the disappeared...”

1982
Jan - Mar 1982 | Kirkcaldy83 An article in the Fife BUFORA
Free Press (19 Mar 82) told of a yellow mystery light seen
over Kirkcaldy, as it hovered above the steeple of a local
church. The object could be seen at dusk and early morning for the previous few months. Three men investigated,
including John Johnstone, before getting in touch with
the newspaper. He said: “Quite frankly, I think the light
comes from a UFO. It seems to be able to go anywhere at
will, then it disappears as if someone has used a dimmer
switch...” The object hovered over the steeple before moving out over the Forth, in the direction of Seafield Colliery
where it disappeared.
Johnstone and two other friends, John Ramsay and
John Crawford, have all seen the object “...on numerous
occasions...” and was reported to Steuart Campbell of
BUFORA who would investigate.
May 1982 | Kildrum84
No other details.

Witness saw a “globular light”. SUFOS

04 Jul 1982 | Dundee85 A multiple-witness sighting
occurred late in the evening when an object “...the size of
a large plane...” and “...moving too fast for an ordinary
aircraft...” was seen in the Lochee area of Dundee to the
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west. The Dundee Courier & Advertiser received a number
of phone calls from the public.
The object was a saucer shape, with flashing orange and
yellow lights according to witness George Fairfield. It
flew “...from the Downfield area across to the other side
of the city...” At the same time Kevin Grant had been
watching a bright orange light for 15 minutes along with
“...a lot of neighbours [who were] out on the veranda watching
it...”
Another witness was Harry Johnston who told the
paper that the object had followed an irregular course to the
north. Helen Burke also saw it, saying that it was visible
for 4 or 5 minutes “...heading towards the Camperdown
area...” She also described it as orange and fast-moving.
At the same time, it later transpired, a “...loud whistling
and buzzing noise...” was heard in the Ardler area of
Dundee, also to the west of the city. The noise seemed to
be “...moving up and down the building...”, initially blamed
on the boiler, and only attributed to the UFO sighting once
knowledge of that had appeared in the newspaper
The Courier reported that RAF Leuchars said they had
no aircraft in the area, and it could have been a satellite
seen in freak conditions.
Comment: A satellite, needless to say, seems to be a
most unlikely match for the descriptions. And if there was
indeed a connection to the sound, then the UFO may be
unique (in Scotland at least), for resulting in a complaint
to the housing department.

SUFOS

Sep 1982 | Glasgow86 A wingless aircraft, was seen by
a “manageress” as reported to SUFOS.

1983
1983 | Dundee87 “Members of the public and three
uniformed police officers saw a UFO above the Broughty
Ferry area of Dundee...” It was estimated to be at an
altitude of 2500ft.
CE1K
NUFON 8345
MUFORA

15 Dec 1983 | 06:40 | Kings Park88 The witness, Tom
Forrest, was going to work when he thought he saw an
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aircraft in trouble to the north-east. Running towards it
to help, it slowed down and got low enough for the street
lights to illuminate it. The grey object was rectangular, like
a railway carriage, but with sparks coming from the side
and 20ft wide. It had a sloping roof, and three portholes at
the top. Yellow light glowed from them, and through which
was yellow smoke. It hovered at a nearby railway bridge,
then rose over electricity cables, before disappearing behind
the bridge.
During the encounter, he noted that the area was unusually quiet, as if time had stood still, a phenomenon known
as “Oz Factor”.

1984
25 Apr 1984 17:00 | Blairgowrie89 Gwen Freeman MIB
and her son, Sid, experienced what the Herald called “...a CE3K
series of unsettling encounters”. On the morning of the NUFON 8408
25th , both of them saw a dozen men, all dressed identically,
in black and wearing hats, enter their neighbours house
without first knocking. A short time later they left, however
inquiries with the neighbour revealed she had no knowledge
of it.
That evening, Gwen was doing tapestry in her garden,
while lying in a sunlounger and accompanied by her dog.
As she held the tapestry up to the Sun, the dog suddenly
woke up, and ran indoors apparently in fear.
A ball of light appeared in front of her, entering her,
resulting in momentary blindness. In contrast with the dog,
she felt calm, finding the light beautiful. It moved from
the top of her head to over a bush, before moving into the
sky where it approached a cigar-shaped object. The light,
described as a glowing cloud, caused the larger object to be
illuminated as it passed slowly underneath. With a slight
retreat, the cloud lit up the larger object.
At this point Gwen called Sid: “I bet you don’t know
what I’m looking at...”, but he wasn’t in time to see anything
unusual, other than a “weird pink flash” which ended her
experience.
The police were called and, unusually, took soil samples and leaves from the bush, an act which the police
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subsequently denied any knowledge of. A local reporter
– unnamed – had approached the police and apparently
warned off.
Four weeks after this, she claimed that their house was
buzzed by an unmarked military helicopter. It had boxes
slung underneath, with a red glow coming from within the
cabin. They had the impression that it was filming them.
It briefly returned two days later.
As noted by investigator Ron Halliday, a sighting of
Men in Black before a UFO sighting is especially unusual.
These particular MIBs looked more like clergymen than the
stereotypical G-Men from cases in the USA. Afterwards
a couple turned up at their door touting importance in
the Bible. They expressed concern, and apparently having
themselves seen the “Devil’s Work” which was the MIB
incident90 .
Steuart Campbell, investigating, pointed out that
Sid was interested in UFOs prior to the events,91 and Gwen
had undergone an operation (what kind wasn’t specified) a
few weeks earlier, which may have fed into the experience.

NUFON 8431

November 1984 23:30 | Leven92 A group of oval white
objects appeared from behind Bass Rock, in a line, and
observed by a family of seven. These appeared to move to
the south-east, fading as they did so. The sighting lasted
five minutes.

1985
25 Jan 1985 06:18 | Scotland93 A “...bright comet
like shape in the sky...” was seen over a large area of
Scotland, and reported by Aberdeen Airport Approach
Control, Kirkwall Coastguard and Aberdeen Coastguard.
The captain of an aircraft also reported a “...bright
comet like light in the sky...” to ScACC. This was seen
through the left-hand window as the aircraft was flying at
37,000ft over Glasgow Airport, with the object itself just
north of that. It was moving south-east, and was in view
for three to four minutes. The Captain suggested that it
looked like space debris re-entering the atmosphere.

CHAPTER 6. THE EIGHTIES
13 Oct 1985 22:50 | West Flisk94 A star-like object,
with red and green tinges, was seen east / east-south-east,
high in a clear sky. The witness estimated it to be eight to
ten miles away, remaining stationary for 20 minutes, with
jumps sideways and vertically. Also seen by witness’s wife.
No other reports from Dundee Police or RAF Leuchars.

1986
Easter 1986 | Isle of Arran95 Four geology students,
around midnight, were walking back to their B&B, when
they saw a light to the north. It was moving slowly across
the sky, moving east to west. Andy Walker described it
as about the same brightness as the star Sirius. Another
light of the same kind was then seen moving towards it at
a right angle.
“They actually met up. Then after a few
seconds they went their separate ways. But
the courses had altered significantly from their
original course.”
25 Feb 1986 01:15 | Anstruther96 A witness saw a
white ball-shaped object, descending over water to the south.
First seen at 45° above the horizon, it was estimated to be
up to a mile away, and seen through a window from indoors.
18 Nov 1986 03:00 | Inverness → Loch End97 For a
duration of five minutes, the witness saw a “...ball of bright
light...” from a moving car on the main road between Inverness and Loch End. The object was seen in the south,
“...shot off at amazing speed...” towards the north. It reappeared in the south two minutes later and again “...shot
off at amazing speed...” only this time to the west. The
report form concludes that witness “...sound[s] calm and
sensible...”

1987
16 Aug 1987 23:00 | Forfar → Leuchars98 Between
11:00pm and midnight, and object resembling a star, was
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seen by a witness in the Douglas area of Dundee as they
stood in the garden. It moved from over Forfar to Leuchars
where it stopped and reversed direction.
It then stopped again and “...headed straight up...” A
second object of the same kind followed a few minutes later,
but this one went over Leuchars and “...turned left shooting
down the coast...”
1987 | Methil99 The witness was doing some late night
cooking when a noise drew her attention to the fields at
the back of the house, which seemed to be lit up. Opening
the back door to investigate, she saw a bright object in
the garden. Immediately it “...shot up into the sky and
disappeared...” It transpired the object had also been seen
by her parents.

1988
05 May 1988 23:00 | Aberdeen100 A sighting by more
than one independent witness was detailed in the Press &
Journal (6 May 88). Orange balls were seen in the sky
in the Queen’s Road area. Kenneth Morrison told the
paper:
“I just saw one ball-shaped light travelling
very fast in the direction of the Beach. There
was no wings or anything and it appeared, against
a starry sky, to be only a few hundred feet up.”
Harry Diack also witness them and said that people had
stopped their cars to get a better look. Nothing had been
reported to Grampian Police, and the airport was closed at
that time of night.
07 Nov 1988 06:30 | Kiltarlity101 The witness, and
her husband, watched three bright “twinkly stars” as they
moved towards the west, just above the horizon. One of
the objects dipped and returned to the formation. They
remained in view between five and ten minutes.
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1989
01 Oct 1989 01:35 | Thurso102 On a clear night an
orange light “...travelling faster than an aircraft...” was seen
by a single witness. It went north, before turning north-west
and disappearing. Reported to Thurso Police then to Wick
ATC.
1989 | Firth of Forth103 More than one person saw an
object plunging into the River Forth.
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Chapter 7

The Nineties
The village of Bonnybridge came to prominence during the
90s. As with other flap locations, there are more cases and
sightings than are related here, lest it become a table of data
points. UFOlogist Malcolm Robinson estimated the total
Bonnybridge sightings to number around 800. What’s presented are specific cases where details are publicly available.
Newspaper accounts of the time tend towards relating cases
in the aggregate, without specific details such as location
and time.
TV show The X-Files gained a cult following, with the
tagline “The truth is out there” being used liberally by newspaper UFO stories. Attention was taken up by the controversial Alien Autopsy film, now generally acknowledged to
be a hoax.

1990
1990 | Blairgowrie104 The Herald wrote “The area surrounding the town is said to be another hotbed of UFO
activity, with reports of strange balls of light in the sky...”
and the location of Scotland’s first ever crop circle in 1990.
1990 | Firth of Forth105
ing over the Forth Bridge.

A “silver disc” was seen hover-
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12 Jan 1990 18:46 | Kilsyth106 A triangular object
hovered over the witness, aged 18 at the time, for five
seconds and then vanished. She described two “distinct
objects”, two bright white lights accompanied by two blue
and red flashing lights and an “...aircraft type sound...” (It’s
not clear which lights belonged to which object.) It was
800ft away at 75° elevation, with the other being 150ft away
at 30°. They moved south-east to north-west. The whole
sighting took 25 seconds, while she was walking on Glasgow
Road.
Another witness didn’t see anything, but heard a noise
at the same time. It was a “bright night” with “many
stars”.
05 Aug 1990 22:05 | Lochgilphead107 A retired police
sergeant saw bright red, green and white lights through
moving clouds. They appeared to the south-east, and were
viewed through binoculars.

SPI

07 Oct 1990 | Forth Bridge108 Investigator Ron Halliday told the Sunday Mail (20 Jan 1991) that:
“At the centenary celebrations for the Forth
Rail Bridge, according to the woman who phoned
me, a round-shaped spacecraft hovered over the
bridge for over five minutes.”
05 Nov 1990 18:30 | Broadford109 Two white/grey
lights flew low over some hills. The observer and his girlfriend saw them from a car, which he stopped and exited
to get a better look. They appeared less than a mile east
of the road, which was itself five miles north of Broadford.
The lights were dull, but pulsated rapidly for the duration
of the 40-second sighting, before disappearing behind a hill.
This allowed an estimate of their altitude at under 3000ft.
The report states that there were four other witness.
Comment: Interestingly, the time of the sighting and the
description correspond closely with the re-entry of the Gorizont/Proton 4 Booster 110 (International Designator 90094
C). Given the well-known general unreliability of witnesses
altitude and distance estimations, this could provide an
explanation.
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1991
1991 or 1992 13:30 | Craigowl Hill111 Looking out ASUFORA
his window which faced south onto the hills, the witness
saw an otherwise invisible sphere, only noticed because the
clouds passing behind outlined its shape.
Described as “...like a glass globe having smoke blown
over it in a wind tunnel...”, the sphere was seemingly
“docked” to the radio masts at the top of Craigowl Hill.
This enabled an estimation of its size as around 100ft. The
witness, a retired police sergeant, saw the object as he was
about to begin his work shift.
He told ASUFORA:
“I was looking out of the window, for no
reason, when a strange movement in the clouds
caught my eye. I could not figure out what I
was seeing at first but it seemed as if part of the
cloud was travelling in the opposite direction to
the rest.
I finally focused on what I was seeing and
made out a perfect sphere shape in the cloud
but the sphere seemed to have no substance. In
fact the only way I made out the sphere was
because the cloud was going around the outside
of the object and showing its outline. It was as
if the object was invisible but shown up because
of the cloud passing over and round it. An
analogy would be a glass globe suspended in a
wind tunnel, invisible, until it was shown up by
smoke passing over it. Another analogy would
be how you can make out the circle of the moon
against the black sky when only the very edge of
the moon is visible, black on black but visible.”
After a couple of minutes had passed, the object smoothly
transformed from a sphere to an oval shape. Moments after this, it made a “...very rapid downwards movement...”
following the contours of the far side of the hill and disappeared from view. The movement was “instant” with no
acceleration, the object remaining level without tilting and
moving quite unlike an aircraft.
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This case also appears in the PRUFOS website under
the category of off-duty sightings by policemen. The witness
clarified that the date could have been later than 1992, but
not later than 1994.

1992
01 Jan 1992 02:00 | Turriff112 A bright red glowing
circle “...like a fiery circus hoop...” was seen by Sandra
Smith as it hovered over the nearby Morrisons Motors. She
thought it was about 15ft across, and quite high up. The
supposition was that the same object was seen by a family
later that day.
ABDUCTION
SPI
HC 2102

17 Aug 1992 23:30 | Pentland Hills | The A70 Abduction113 Two men, Colin Wright and Garry Wood,
drove from Edinburgh to Tarbrax to visit a friend and drop
off a satellite system, with Wood driving. The journey of
15 miles usually took half an hour, and at around 10pm,
just past Harperrig Reservoir, they rounded a corner.
There ahead of them on the deserted road, hovering
20ft above, was a silent “...two tiered disc shaped object...”
which was smooth, black and shiny. This was wider than
the road, at about 30ft in diameter.
Wood’s reaction was accelerating to get away as quickly
as possible, but a “...shimmering curtain of light...” with
flake-light pieces falling, enveloped the car. A moment of
blackout occurred, and now the car was veering across the
road, but he was able to bring it safely to a stop. Continuing
the journey, puzzled, they reached their friend, who was
surprised so see them so late on. Wood later told the
Evening Times (25 Jul 98):
“I remember thinking ‘Where’s the car. Where’s
Colin?’ I could see only blackness and thought
I was dead. Then I was back in the car on the
wrong side of the road with Colin screaming
‘Did you see it?’”
Only then did it become apparent that the journey had
taken far longer than it ought, and that two hours were
unaccounted for. Agitated, they drew what they had seen,
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and attempted to explain it, later returning home by a
different route.
In the following days Wood’s sleeping pattern was disrupted, he had strange dreams, and he began to have
headaches which were bad enough to require a doctor. Tests,
including an MRI and spinal tap, uncovered nothing unusual.
One morning he unaccountably found himself, confused, a
mile from his house.
The pair then contacted BUFORA. Still feeling that
there was more to his experience, Wood obtained the address
of UFO investigator Malcolm Robinson from a library
book.
Robinson arranged a meeting with hypnotist and psychic
Helen Walters ∗ . Under several hypnotic sessions, a story
emerged – in discontinuous fragments – from within the
missing time.
With the car stopped in the middle of the road, small
humanoid creatures approached from either side and opened
the doors. Wood was floated into the craft on a stretcher.
Wright recalled walking up a ramp, while surrounded by
light, into a featureless room. There he was stripped naked
and placed into a curved chair where he was inspected.

Part of the sighting report from DEFE-24-1954-1

Wright found himself in a transparent box, from which
he could see other naked people in similar containers, surrounded by mist. Taller, three-fingered humanoids with
∗ BUFORA, notably, has a longstanding ban on the use of regression
hypnosis citing its unreliability.
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cold skin were now present, one of which put its hand on
his head.
Meanwhile, Wood experienced a similar room, but with
a black lens-shaped object which was “...twisting and turning...” A mechanical arm reached for him, and a hole
appeared in the floor filled with gel. A device rose from the
floor, extending two red dots towards his eyes.
From the gel pool a “Grey” but seemingly emaciated
emerged, with Wood having the impression the gel was
restorative: Greys have trouble with Earth gravity.
Apparently directing all of this was a human-looking
man in a black suit. The reason for the event, given by the
creatures telepathically, was “Sanctuary”. Humanity was
in many ways more advanced than them, but we had been
“capped”.
Sensationalist press reports in the aftermath purported
that the MoD took the case seriously. The incident does
indeed appear in declassified MoD document DEFE-241954-1 dated 28 Jun 96. However, this is simply a completed
sighting report form114 .
As a result of the incident, Garry Wood became a UFO
investigator.
10 Dec 1992 09:30 | Edinburgh115 Piano tuner John
Jenkins was driving to work when he saw an object in the
sky. He told The Evening Times (24 Jan 98):
“It was a vivid orange ball blazing in the sky.
It looked like a mini sun. Suddenly it shrunk
down to a tiny spot of light and shot off in a
straight line at a tremendous speed.”
The sighting prompted Jenkins to become a UFO researcher,
culminating in the publication of Of No Defence Significance? (1997) in which he related a selection of Scottish
sightings116 .

1993
16 Jan 1993 | Bonnybridge117 Witnesses Ray and
Kathy Procek were driving on the M80 in the evening,
when, just before reaching the Castlecary Viaduct, Kathy
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noticed some lights in the sky. They seemed to be part of
a large oval object, but driving underneath it revealed a
triangular outline. Once past the viaduct, a second object of
the same type became visible, apparently pointing towards
the first one. During the sighting neither of the objects
moved, and no sound was reported.
The case only came to light when their son passed on
details to an – unnamed – Scottish UFO group.
06 Aug 1993 | Helensburgh118 A bright green and red
light, at an altitude of 1000ft, was seen by a security guard.

1994
1994 | Leuchars119 The observer saw a sphere over the
RAF airbase at Leuchars. An inquiry to the MoD proved
fruitless.
Sometime in 1994 01:45 | Pathhead120 A woman
who didn’t wish to be named, according to the Edinburgh
Evening News (14 Nov 97), woke to find her bedroom lit
up from outside the window. Pulling back the curtains
revealed an object “...swooping down towards the house...”
accompanied by a noise.
She described it as an upturned bowl, with the edges
turned up and with a “...bowler hat shaped dome on top...”
She also had the impression that it was attempting to
camouflage itself against the Moon.
The paper said that she “alerted” her husband, shouting
“There’s a UFO, there’s a UFO...” in a panic, but doesn’t
record if he saw it himself. After five minutes the light
“snapped off” the noise stopped, and it was gone.
17 Sep 1994 22:30 | Aberdeen121
“...in formation...” drifting overhead.

A cluster of lights

07 Dec 1994 20:45 | Penicuik122 A correspondent to
the MoD related a sighting on a clear night with stars visible.
An object appeared with four square red lights surrounding
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a bright central round “thing”, which grew in size as it
approached.
Then some saucer-shape craft appeared to be going into
and out of the light. When the last of these had entered,
the light “...gave a big flash and zoomed off...”
The witness also stated that they had taken ten photos, and that those and the negatives had been sent to a
councillor – redacted in the report – from Bonnybridge∗ .

1995
NUFON 9511

08 Feb 1995 16:30 | Stanley123 A small group observed
a ring-shaped object, described as white, twice the size of
the full Moon, and “...not unlike an aircraft vapour trail in
appearance...”
07 Mar 1995 19:30 | Unknown124 A girl saw a “...round
ball object with a green and red flashing light above her
house...” as she ran back from a nearby field. There was
no sound.
September 1995 | Dundee125 At the start of September
on a “...warm clear day and visibility was excellent...”, the
witness, while fishing on the River Tay next to Dundee
Airport, saw an object in the direction of Perth to the west.
Above the hills he saw “...quite a sizeable object flying on
the horizon...” shaped like a cigar and estimated to be
several hundred yards wide.
He thought it to be flying in a “triangular formation”
and was now more likely to be a disk shape seen edge on,
as this did not change as it moved position. Bringing it to
the attention of several passersby confirmed what he was
seeing.
It was in view for a few minutes. RAF Leuchars, when
contacted, said that nothing was in the area.
05 Dec 1995 04:40 | Coatbridge126 Several witnesses
saw what one of them called “...a glittering oval-shaped...”
∗We

may safely assume this to be Billy Buchanan.
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object. Another, Catherine Cooper, told the Airdrie
Advertiser:
“At first I thought it was three stars together
and then I thought it was an aeroplane, but it
stayed in the same position for too long.”
15 Dec 1995 04:00 | Edinburgh127 A “red flare” was
seen by an airliner, at 16,000ft, on approach to Edinburgh.

1996
23 Jan 1996 20:00 | East Coast128 James Sneddon, NUFON 9601
monitoring air traffic, recorded an incident where two airliners and ATC discussed an event where UK Air 645 saw
a “strange aircraft”.
Knightair 819 responded: “...we seem to have something
parallel in our 3 o’clock at range beneath us and probably
about estimate 7 or 8 miles away.” ATC had nothing on
radar, but apparently contacted their military equivalent,
who also had nothing. Five minutes later ATC briefly had
a static radar return, but thought it to be weather-related.
20 Feb 1996 19:30 | Broughty Ferry129 A UFO terri- CE1K
fied three children, causing them to run home from Orchar
Park. They were chased by what they called a strange aircraft, which had hovered above them and shone bright lights.
The Mother of one told the Dundee Evening Telegraph (21
Feb 96) that they had come belting into her house, crying,
and that they had seen something terrible.
She calmed them down and asked them to separately
draw what they’d seen. According to the paper:
“They said the lights were red, blue, green
and white – the last being particularly intense –
and that as they watched the craft moved silently
until it was almost above them and shone three
‘triangular’ lights in their direction.”
The object itself was burger-shaped, with domes on the top
and bottom and lights around the centre. These were of two
kinds, static and flashing. The children became frightened
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when the beams shone in their direction, and they started
to run, feeling that it was following them. However, as
they ran, the object moved off “...heading over towards the
Bughties...” a Nursing Home north of the park.
RAF Leuchars said that some night flying had been
taking place, but nothing which fitted the description. No
military exercises and no low-flying had been taking place
at the time. The MoD, in correspondence, wrote that no
other sightings had been reported to them for that date130 .
Possible corroboration came from a woman and her
granddaughter, as they were driving along Lawside Road,
and saw an object at 8:15pm. In this case “...it was the shape
of a plane but looked strange because it was lit very brightly
with yellow lights and flying awfully low.” The paper also
made a reference to children of an amateur astronomer who
also saw something at the same time, but provide no further
details.
Comment: I took a brief look into this case at the time,
paying a visit to Orchar Park. All I could manage was
noting that the east coast railway line ran past the bottom
of the park. Perhaps, I wondered at the time, some train
with an unusual lighting configuration was the seed for the
sighting. This is not as implausible at it might seem. In
2018 the Network Rail track measurement train had blue
beams of light shining upwards into the sky (used to measure
powerline wear), and has indeed been reported as a UFO131 .

NUFON 9609

25 Jul 1996 Early Evening | Stenhousemuir132 Four
family members saw a “...brightly coloured object hovering
over some nearby fields and surrounded by flashing lights...”
in the direction of Denny. When attempting to get closer,
it moved away so quickly that it was like a flash.

SPI
HC 2626

23 Sep 1996 19:30 | Newton of Falkland | The Fife
Incident133 “The Fife Incident”, as it’s been termed, is
one of the most well-known events within Scottish UFOlogical circles. Unlike the Livingston Incident, which is regarded
as one of if not the best Scottish case, the Fife Incident
has divided researchers as to whether it is a hoax. All witnesses names are pseudonyms given by researcher Malcolm
Robinson, who brought the case to wider attention.
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Mary Morrison was the primary witness, along with
her son Peter (10), her daughter Susan (14), and her friend
Jane (in some accounts given the name Ann). Initially
Robinson also changed details, to protect their anonymity,
so that the events took place near Kennoway and not the
true location of Newton of Falkland134 .
While at Jane’s house, having run out of coffee, they
decided to get some more while Susan remained in the house.
This was around 8:05pm. On route to the shop in a nearby
village, a brilliant white light caught her eye. It proved
to be a huge oval object, low in the sky. She kept an eye
on the road, taking further looks, and on the third glance
it had changed to two circular white lights, but remained
stationary. She didn’t point it out to Jane until this point.
They passed a farmhouse on the left, just as Mary slowed
down to get a better view. The lights changed from a
horizontal position to a vertical one. Two brilliant beams
of lights now appeared, revealing a craft described as a
silhouette with a dome to the rear. It shifted slightly,
showing that it was triangular in outline. Mary pulled over
on the roadside and they got out (online accounts differ
as to Peter remaining in the car or not). The lights went
off, a red light appeared at each vertex of the triangle in
sequence. It began to move off and Mary, having heard
that UFOs can be signalled, flashed the car’s headlights, to
be met with the object flashing its white lights in turn. It
then disappeared into the distance. The whole episode had
taken place in silence and the time was now 8:10pm.
They continued the trip to the shop, where Mary bought
a UFO magazine. Remarkably, on the return route, the
object was again visible. The time was now 8:20pm. This
time Peter was frightened by the appearance of the craft,
but it again disappeared as it had before, and they returned
to Jane’s house.
This was not the end of the evening’s events.
Susan, having remained behind, had been worried that
they’d taken a whole hour to return – leading Mary to
suppose that fifteen minutes were unaccounted for – and
so Mary told her daughter what they had seen. Susan
being sceptical, wanted to go out and see for herself. An
interruption by a neighbour delayed this, until at 9:45pm
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they’d returned to the place of the initial sighting.
At the site, in the direction of some woods a bright white
light could be seen with a blue glow to its left. The glow
shone upwards from the ground and through the trees. They
exited the car and watched. The most dramatic part now
began, with the sky now filling with many starlike lights
and a haze arising. Inside the mist were hundreds of small
grey creatures, which appeared to be carrying boxes and
cylinders. Part of the mist detached and moved towards the
watching people, who decided to escape in the car. Susan
screamed as she saw a creature right next to the car, as a
bright blue flash of light lit up the whole area.
They drove back to the house.
Perhaps most remarkably of all, they discussed what
had happened and once again returned to the site, by now
11:30pm, and seeing more creatures135 .
Subsequently, Peter would claim to have seen a grey
creature on a number of occasions. The family would later
move to Wales, which had been planned before the events.
Having given their statements to investigators, Mary apparently considered the case to have been dealt with and
refused any further contact.

1997
15 Aug 1997 12:00 | Fraserburgh136 Five crew of
a fishing vessel saw an object while positioned nineteen
miles north-north-east of Fraserburgh. It was seen through
binoculars, as it hovered 8 to 10 feet above sea level, just
under two miles away. Weather conditions were clear.
They described it as “A singular, round, flat bodied,
shiny object.” A detection was also made from the ship’s
radar in “surface search mode”.
During the half-hour encounter, it approached the boat
before returning to its starting position. At the end of the
sighting the “...object vanished almost instantaneously.”

1998
UFO FLAP

May 1998 00:30 | East Kilbride137

Witness William
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Clark and his brother saw a triangular black object, with
white light at the front, fly over his house “last week”. He
first noticed it when it was a mile away, before it silently
came closer. The East Kilbride News (27 May 98) noted
that many strange sonic booms had been heard in addition
to other black aircraft and saucer-shaped objects.
End of 1998 | Stirling138 Extensive video footage was
taken of “...dozens of silver orb-like objects...” by Brian.
Investigator Russel Callaghan for UFO Magazine told
the Daily Record (24 Feb 99):
“Some of the manoeuvres and detail on the
15-minute tape were quite stunning and closely
resembled the kind of activity recorded in the
skies over Mexico.”
One object skimming through clouds prompted an audible
gasp on the tape. The case came to UFO Magazine’s
attention when Brian sent them a copy of the tape.

1999
09 Jan 1999 22:00 | Fife139 Multiple independent witnesses reported an hour-long event seen across Fife. From
Anstruther, a light was seen in the direction of Dunbar, described as alternating red, green and yellow. From Freuchie,
a group of seven saw it, in the direction of Kennoway at
an altitude of 45°. In that case it was a sphere, appearing
“...like a cage...” through binoculars, and flashed red, white,
green and blue. Weather conditions were reported to be
clear.
Other reports for the same time came in from the north
of England.
22 May 1999 23:30 | Aberdeen140 In a clear night sky,
the witness saw a “...very bright object...” moving across
the sky. It was brighter than a star, high up, silent and was
in view for around four minutes. He first noticed it when
was south, and 30° above the horizon. It moved north, then
“...gradually turned and headed out to the north east...”,
before being lost behind cloud.
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1999 03:00 | Aberlemno141 The witness saw a red/blue
object whilst driving friends home one morning. The object
was travelling east.

Chapter 8

The Aughts
The ASUFORA cases were all received around 2003 and
vary greatly in ‘quality’ and amount of information received.
These range from the intriguing to a mere single line of
information, which isn’t terribly interesting. Lack of information means that little progress is possible on any given
case and where witness details, including contact numbers
are known to me, they have been anonymised.
Muchalls vied for position of Scotland’s UFO hotspot.
Though like Bonnybridge, was usually referred as such in
the aggregate, rather than specific detailed cases.
Post-2000, the subject of UFOlogy was popularly assumed
to be dead. An apparent lack of cases led to media coverage
that the UFOs had gone. Sure enough, in what might have
been a self-fulfilling prophecy, the public stopped contacting
the papers and the papers assumed that it was true. However,
the sightings and encounters continued, even if many could
now be explained in a new way: Chinese lanterns.
This was accompanied, with a time lag, by a rise in
pre-emptive witness denials that lanterns could explain what
they’d seen.

2000
25 Jan 2000 12:00 | Inchyra142 A man reported to the
Dundee Courier & Advertiser (3 Feb 2000) that he had seen
a silver cigar-shaped object in bright sunshine. He said:
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“It seemed to be at about 5000ft, possibly
lower, and it was flying slowly. I couldn’t see
any signs of wings or a tail.”
He had a closer look through binoculars, through which he
could discern four or five black markings.
The paper reported that there had been a “...rash of
sightings...” in Tayside over the prior days.

ASUFORA

Around 2000 00:00 | Gairloch143 A professional musician was travelling back from a regular Monday night gig,
when he noticed what at first appeared to be street light.
However, the light was on top of a hill north of Kinlochewe.
As he continued to drive, the light appeared to be keeping
pace with him. As an experiment, he doubled back, then
stopped. The light followed along, crossed over his path,
and also stopped, apparently waiting for him. During the
stop, it moved up and down and slowly pulsated.
Continuing the journey home, he called his wife who
could see the object over Inverness. Getting home around
1am, it was still visible low in the sky, but had gone by 2am.
Comment: Long duration sightings tend to have an
astronomical explanation, but on the other hand he made
the same journey regularly without seen anything. Unfortunately the report didn’t come with a date, which could
resolve it.

2001
09 Feb 2001 20:20 | Dundee144 A fireball, showing
green red and yellow colours, with “...trail behind it...” was
seen from Dundee.
ASUFORA

20 May 2001 08:50 | Dundee145 The witness saw a
circular set of lights from his flat in Dundee, near the Tay
Rail Bridge on a number of occasions and again on 14 Aug
2002.
“It came over my flat drifting in and out of
view every minute or so for about half an hour.
It consisted of inner and outer rings, as it came
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over it would come to a stop and the inner ring
descended quite quickly then pull up again. This
was at about 1am. The 2nd sighting was the
same but didn’t last as long.”
Comment: This is an instructive case. The witness specifically claimed that it was not a laser show, however the
sketch which he provided matched a laser show in every
detail including the location. I am in a unique position
to make a statement about the case since my flat at the
time overlooked Dundee city centre... and I have recorded
my own videotape which shows exactly what the witness
describes. Only in my case I was also close enough to record
the accompanying music!

2002
02 Feb 2002 08:50 | East Kilbride146 The witness was ASUFORA
going from Whirlies towards Sainsbury’s when he saw a
pulsating silver disk hovering. He described it as being like
a dish on the side of a TV transmitter and as being huge
and impossible to miss. The object vanished, leaving the
witness shaking.
The submitter of this story also referred to a family
walking at James Hamilton Heritage Park a few years earlier,
who also saw a UFO in that area.
December 2002 | Muchalls147 A couple, driving along
the A90, saw a red light in the sky which they first thought
to be a TV mast. It started hovering in an “eerie” fashion.
Then, when her husband flashed the car’s lights at it, the
object immediately “...shot up into the sky...” and began a
pursuit of them as they drove towards Portlethen. She told
the Aberdeen Evening Express (27 Dec 02):
“It was like a big red light - but it didn’t
seem to have any edges. It didn’t make a noise
and was definitely not a helicopter or anything
like that.”
It then “...blasted this massive white light...” at them,
before rapidly rising and disappearing. The A90 was busy,
and they were surprised no-one else had seen anything.
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2003
ASUFORA

12 Feb 2003 07:30 | East Kilbride148 A sighting took
place when the witness was out walking her dog. She
described the object as a diamond shape, with a white
outline and a hazy centre about 1ft across at high altitude.
28-29 Aug 2003 22:30 | Fyvie149 Multiple lights crossed
the sky, over a period of several hours, in view of reporter
Graham Lawther. Each was a small white glowing light,
appearing in the south and took under ten seconds to fly
to the north. Sixteen appeared in total, over two nights,
with three on the second night of which one flew the reverse
course. No other reports had been received by NATS with
RAF Kinloss saying they had no traffic in the area.

2004
ENTITY

20 Jul 2004 | Unknown150 On one night, Michael
Rutherford woke up feeling a presence. In the room was
a glowing, gold-coloured figure. Unable to wake his wife, he
became frightened. The entity floated towards him and he
lost consciousness.

2005
14 Dec 2005 | Perthshire151 The MoD had five witnesses contacting them, from in and around Perth, about
lights in the sky. Descriptions included being “circular”,
“circling around”, “flashing” and “going in circles all over
sky”.
It proved to be a laser light show at the Perth Theatre.

2006
29 Sep 2006 | East Linton152 A “...big round swirly
object in sky...” was seen “...going quite fast...” and quite
near to the witness. He reported it to Woldingham Police
who in turned passed the information to the MoD via their
UFO answerphone service.
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2007
January 2007 | Longside153 A “...flashing red ball of
light...” was seen by Neil Wilcox, and also by a fisherman
off the coast near Stonehaven. At first, it appeared to Wilcox
to be an aircraft which was on fire, a description shared by
the other two who thought it might crash in the sea. From
the viewpoint of the fishing boat, the object moved across
Stonehaven harbour, then turned around and headed out to
sea. It disappeared around a mile and a half from Downie
Point.

2008
30 & 31 Jan 2008 7:30 | Dundee154 A correspondent
to the Dundee Evening Telegraph (04 Feb 08) from the St.
Mary’s area of Dundee related seeing a “...bright flashing
light...” in the direction of Camperdown Park. His partner
thought the light was part of a large, dark object in the
clear sky, which spun around. It remained where it was for
forty minutes, before moving slowly to their right before
stopping again. Then it was “...moving vertically at speed
and disappearing...”
The object reappeared the following day at the same
time.

2009
January 2009 | Aberdeen155 Witness Ian Taylor saw
a glowing red object, with a yellow core. It was in sight for
a few minutes, moving slowly across the sky. He watched it
through binoculars, telling the Aberdeen Evening Express
(03 Jan 09):
“The light emitting from the object was extremely powerful, very focused and symmetrical
ranging from a yellowish core graduating out to
a very vivid red at the edge.”
An “appendage” was also visible.
NATS reported that no aircraft were in the area at the
time.
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Chapter 9

The Twenty Tens
Chinese lanterns became an explanation to rival Venus and
Weather Balloons, followed only by the laser light show.
Despite the neglect shown by the media in the previous
decade, UFOs never went away. Video of mysterious objects
taken by US Navy F18s and smuggled out of an aircraft
carrier – the “tic tac” and “gimbal” videos – were made
publicly available, reinvigorating the entire subject.

2010
14 Feb 2010 | Highlands156 A number of sightings of an
“...orange fireball...” around the highlands, from Aviemore
to Nethybridge proved to be a “love lantern”. These were
five-foot tall illuminated balloons and several were released
in the days surrounding Valentine’s Day. One example was
released in the Cairngorms.

2012
24 Jan 2012 21:45 | Edinburgh157 An orange ball
was seen by the witness. It changed direction rapidly, the
movement unlike anything they had seen before, and was
in view for 15 minutes.
69

70

The Scottish UFO Casebook (Free Edition)

2013
24 Apr 2013 23:00 | Central Scotland158 The witness
reported seeing a stationary “...large cylindrical light...” as
bright as the Moon. The weather was described as overcast,
with the object only made visible because of flaring from
local refinery∗ .

2016
28 Feb 2016 23:00 | Rossie Ochil159 Driving home
after visiting a friend, John Macdonald saw a UFO which
he took a photograph of. The object was seen at a range
of 50 to 70 yards, hovering above his head, accompanied
by the noise of “...a thousand hoovers...”, easily heard over
the sound of his Jeep. It disappeared instantly, which he
credits to perhaps frightening it with the camera’s flash.
Talking to the Courier he said he was convinced that it was
extraterrestrial.
Comment: This is interesting, if not for the sighting,
than for the newspaper coverage. Many newspapers ran the
story online, but none contain any more information that
the original article. Most contain a considerable amount of
waffle unconnected with the actual incident.

2020
SPI

09 Jan 2020 19:31 | Almond Valley160 An unnamed
man was driving along the A89 to pick up his wife from
work. According to the West Lothian Courier (18 Jun 20 /
Debbie Hall):
“It was around 7:31pm when he was surprised
to observe a strange looking stationary aerial
object above a farmer’s field next to the Almond
Valley Viaduct.”
He described it as black and triangular, with solid white
lights at each corner in addition to strobing ones. The paper
∗ Could

this be Mossmoran, I wonder?
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suggests – but doesn’t confirm – that he also caught the
object on his dashcam.
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